WELCOME TO SHADY STREET TRAILHEAD & PARK
3/4 mile
DISTANCE TO DOWNTOWN

Riverfront Greenway
& Urban Trail Routes
A phased multi-year effort
to enhance walking and biking
connections.

You Are Here !
MONTGOMERY
MARINA

3 blocks

Bike + pedestrian
connection is on
Lafayette Street
currently. Future trail
in planning.

DISTANCE TO RIVER

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM: Walk the trail and learn
about native Alabama plants and animals, birds
and butterflies, and the rich history of this
neighborhood whose heritage continues to inform and inspire the future.

Trail extension, planned,
construction 2022-24
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Many thanks to all of the amazing City
workers and staff who have made this
park possible and to the generosity of
the following local organizations who
have donated time, effort and funding.
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DOWNTOWN

SHADY ST. TRAIL & PARK

National Park Service
Selma to Montgomery
Voting Rights Trail

EAT SOUTH, Urban Farm

SENSE!

BUTTERFLIES, POLLINATORS & THE ART OF INDUSTRIAL ECOLOGY
Shady Street Park is a unique public space, at the dynamic intersection of
River, Railroad, Industry and Community. This public landscape holds many
opportuniteis to learn about the transformation of Montgomery through time;
from the physical and economic impact of the railroad to the the history of self
sufficient African American communities through times of segregation, from
the biodiversity of riverside ecology to the continuous creative cultural challenge of American public art flowing through with every passing train.

LEARN!

RECLAIMING • RE-GREENING • RESTORING MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

PLAY!

To the River
OSPREY, CHIMNEY SWIFTS & THE RIVER

in this park which is designed as an outdoor classroom

If you watch the tower across the Railroad Tracks you may be able
to see a nest at its top and given the time of year, you may even
see a large white and brown bird returning to the nest. This is a large
raptor called the osprey or Pandion haliaetus. These glorious birds
build their nests near bodies of waters where they hunt fish to take
back to their young. The presence of this osprey nest is a great indicator that our Alabama River is thriving!

You are invited to SEE, LEARN and PLAY- adding your voice to the many
intriguing stories of Shady Street.
In the midst of all of these daily industiral, commercial and recreational operations; native animals,birds and insects make their home, especially amongst
plant communities that are also native to the Alabama River ecosystems. Their
livlihood is compromised by pollution and the encroachment of invasive plants
that can thrive in such destabilization. Shady Street Park presents an effort to
restore native habitat and build awareness of sustainable practices.
Butterflies and insects we call pollinators are part of a healthy ecosystem and
essential to agriculture. When they feed on the sugary nectar of flowers, pollen grains produced by the flower’s anthers will attach to the flower’s stigma,
which will then fertilize the flower to produce fruit. Pollinators include several
insects such as butterflies, bees, and beetles as well as birds, bats, and other
small mammals.
Our pollinators are in trouble due to habitat loss, pesticides, invasive organisms,
parasites, disease, and climate change.
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The Monarch Butterfly (Daneaus plexippus) is a native butterfly well-known
to Alabama. In 1989, the legislature
made the Monarch Butterfly the
state insect by Act no 89-935.
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• Plant your own pollinator garden with plants native to Alabama! Some examples include: Milkweed (attracts monarch butterflies!), buttercups, sunflower, mint, coreopsis, and many more.

• Provide water sources in your yard such as bird baths or just a bowl filled
with some rocks.
• Build bird or bat housing. Leave some leaf litter or dead wood for shelter
and nesting of pollinators.

A pair of ospreys will (typically) mate for life and will lay up to 4 eggs
during April and May. Furthermore, they often return to the same
nest each year. Osprey nests have been known to be 10 feet tall
after several breeding seasons. They can live up to 15-20 years with
the oldest known osprey dying at the age of 25. These fish hawks
can reach a wingspan of over 5 feet!
The osprey population is considered of low concern by state ecologists as of 2021. However, that was not the case 40 years ago.
During this time, a pesticide used in agriculture called DDT was introduced and began to run off into our waters and affected fish
health. Due to this, the osprey would ingest these fish then lay eggs
with thin shells. The eggs would be crushed when the birds would
nest, and as a result the osprey population was pushed to the brink
of extinction. After DDT was banned, these birds, along with many
other species, made a rebound and are thriving!
The osprey is an excellent example of why it is so important to take
care of our local waters and to be cautious about introducing new
chemicals into our environment.

Ways you can help:

• Do not use pesticides and insecticides! Let the dandelions live!

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE: Shady Street Park
and Trail is desgined to grow and evolve.
Enjoy this park and explore its neighborhood history and be a part of its future
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ALABAMA RIVER GREENWAY: Plan your
adventure: walk, bike or paddle Downtown, to Maxwell Air Force Base and
back along these connected blue and
green trails.

TO REPORT BUTTERFLY SIGHTINGS

https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/

TO REPORT BIRD SIGHTINGS

https://ebird.org/region/US-AL

Chimney Swifts are another bird whose populations are threatened
by human activities. They used to make homes in chimneys, more
common in houses during the 20th century. They are migratory birds
that return to this region annually. A local Eagle Scout added the
tower at the south end of the park to provide habitat for the swifts.

